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Useful information from the Expedition Network

Welcome!

For more information, please contact the Central Expedition Assessor Network Administrator.
Jennifer Meehan
Central Expedition Assessor Network Administrator
The Duke of Edinburgh's Award
First Floor Offices, Arthur House
21 Mere Green Road

Sutton Coldfield

B75 5BL
T: 0121 308 9479
E: CentralExpeds@DofE.org
Introduction

The Central Expeditions Assessor Network welcomes you and we are only too happy to assist you with any queries you may have concerning our area or your DofE expedition planning.

We hope that you will find the information you are looking for on these pages. If there is anything else you would like to see in this document or if there is some information you can’t find please let us know.

About us

The Central Assessor Network is a group of over 60 volunteer Network members, all keen hillwalkers and accredited assessors, who are interested in assisting young people to undertake their DofE expeditions successfully in the Peak District.

The Central Assessor Network is one of the Assessor Networks in the United Kingdom which have been established by the DofE to advise on expeditions undertaken in their areas. Our key tasks are to ensure that the standards of the DofE are being met, that local knowledge is passed to teams coming into the area, and that the relationship between DofE teams and locals remains amicable.

The Central Assessor Network mainly assesses Gold teams but will consider requests for Silver teams and occasionally Bronze. When a Network Assessor is requested, the DofE has introduced a charging system to cover expenses incurred by Assessors. The current charges for assessment are available on the right hand side of the Expedition Areas page.
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Vouchers for network assessors can be purchased through the ‘Essentials’ tab on eDofE. Please follow the instructions to purchase a voucher for each team. The voucher code should be entered in the appropriate space on the Green Form.

Notifications

As one of the larger Expedition Areas, we receive over 700 notifications a year for the Dark Peak, and meet about 150 requests for assessment. It is estimated that we reach out to about 2,000 further teams coming into ‘normal country’ in the southern section of the National Park. With limited resources and hours in the day, we are busy and struggle to cope with incomplete or late notifications. Missing information and lateness will jeopardise your chances of an Expedition reference number, and certainly an assessor being allocated in the case of a request for assessment. Priority will always be given to complete sets of notifications.

Please note that multiple assessments may prove difficult to meet, especially in the June to July

period, and that Gold teams will always take priority.  You are advised to liaise closely with your

Operating Authority or Operations Officer about alternative arrangements should we not be able to meet your request.

The Central Assessor Network may be able to help you with more detailed information relating to specific expeditions; for example those involving special needs, cycling or requiring specialised local knowledge. Please contact the CEAN Administrator.

The Central Assessor Network operates throughout the whole of the Peak District National Park and over much of Derbyshire. In some places responsibility extends outside the boundaries of the National Park - for example the Southern Pennines up to the M62. For this reason we include information in both our training and information pack to help plan expeditions in the Dark Peak District area and the White Peak District area (Normal Country) along with some information on areas to the north, east and west of the Park. Some suggested campsites, for example, are situated a little outside the boundaries of the Park.

For expeditions taking place in normal country please submit a Red Form notification. For expeditions taking place in wild country or where requesting a Network Assessor please submit a Green Form notification. These forms are available for download on the Expedition Downloads page.

Camp sites

For a suggested list of camp sites willing to take DofE teams please e-mail CentralExpeds@DofE.org or download the campsite list from our Peak District webpage. 
Events

Please see the DofE Opportunity Finder for details of open expeditions run by the Network.

Downloads and links

· Peak District National Park Authority: www.peakdistrict.gov.uk
· Ideas for Expedition aims https://www.dofe.org/doing-your-dofe/activities-sections/expedition/ideas-for-aims/
· MET Office – local weather website: www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/em/buxton_forecast_weather.html
· For latest traffic news/road closures in Derbyshire: www.bbc.co.uk/travelnews/local/derby.shtml
· For residential opportunities www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/ppcv
· www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk
· http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/enjoying/countrysidecode/default.aspx
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Access

Onecote village

Please do not use this village as a start/finish point or for permanent checkpoints. There are no parking or toilet facilities. Please show consideration for the residents who do not want the village descended on by minibuses, cars and transit vans every weekend.

Haddon Hall nr Bakewell

The car park at Haddon Hall is NOT a public car park. Until recently the Hall gave permission for DofE Leaders to park while checking on teams. Unfortunately, that agreement has now been withdrawn. Please do not allow teams to use the paths through the Hall grounds - these are not public rights of way. The Hall is private property.

Edensor/Chatsworth area

Following a serious complaint about a large number of teams being dropped off by cars in Edensor, please be courteous in this popular area. Please do not use this village as a set-down or drop-off point (see also note on car parks: in this area Calton Lees car park is a viable alternative). Please do not use the toilets at the café unless you are a paying customer and remember to take all litter away with you.

Alstonefield/Wetton/Hulme End/Monyash areas

Whilst Silver and Bronze groups are welcome to visit the area round these villages, all teams are requested to follow the Countryside Code carefully. Please DO NOT damage or climb any walls, leave litter or disturb livestock. Any checkpoint tickets should be collected, and should be fully biodegradable in case they blow away. Any tickets left in the villages will be passed to the Network Administrator for return! This is an extremely popular area for DofE groups and there has been local concern over the standard of training of some teams. Additionally, there is concern over Supervisors who seem to sit around in either minibuses or the pub. Please help us to uphold the good name of the DofE in this busy area.

In Hulme End there are concerns over poor navigation and litter. Please do not enter private land.

In Alstonefield there have been complaints about large numbers of teams congregating in the centre of the village and on roads at the start or finish of an expedition. Please use the larger car parks (playing field or village hall) if it is absolutely necessary to start from or finish there. Alternatively start/ finish elsewhere.

Access points

The Ordnance Survey Explorer map (OL 1) of the Dark Peak no longer shows access points to open access land. However, the relatively new British Mountain Map published by Harvey in conjunction with the BMC and British Geological Survey does show most of the access points that might be used by DofE teams entering the Dark Peak. This map is worth exploring.

Grouse shooting (access land)

12 August to 10 December.  Please ask the CEAN Administrator for advice.

CRoW Act – important notice

All Open Access Land owners have a discretionary right to exclude access on their land for up to 28 days in any one year (subject to some timing restrictions) under the CROW Act. Details of any restrictions can be found at: http://www.openaccess.gov.uk/wps/portal. Only 5 working days notice is required to be given by the landowner. As such, it is necessary for groups undertaking expeditions on CROW land to check the Open Access website for such restrictions.
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CRoW Act

The CRoW Act came into force in the Peak District on 19 September 2004, doubling the area of open access land in the National Park. New 1:25 000 Explorer maps are available (in all good bookshops and outdoor shops). For further information about the areas affected please see http://www.peakdistrict.org. The Countryside Code (The Education Pack is also available) can be viewed at www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk
Stone walls

We must remind teams not to climb over stone walls and gates. They can be fragile and liable to collapse. If a team finds that it has to do this, it means they are not on a public right of way and should therefore take steps to correct the error. Rebuilding is expensive and time-consuming and livestock may have to be moved if a wall collapses. If you think you might have damaged a wall anywhere in the Peak District please contact the CEAN Administrator so we can make amends with the land owner. Leaders should ensure that participants know how to recognise public rights of way on the map and how to avoid confusing them with other symbols such as overhead power lines or Parish and County boundaries for example.

Dogs on the moors

Leaders are reminded to follow the Moorland Visitor’s Code carefully with regard to dogs. Please familiarise yourself with the current advice at www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk
Bakewell car parks

A number of high-tension incidents continue to arise between DofE groups/Leaders and parking attendants, and land owners in Bakewell, where there are real problems in the town’s central car parks. If you must park there, please obtain appropriate permission to park and wait, paying all due fees and not spreading out across spaces. Where possible do not use these car parks to pick up/set down DofE teams and please help us to calm the friction. Recent complaints have been about DofE Leaders and not participants. These Leaders have clearly been demonstrating an unacceptable standard of behaviour towards officials when approached with a polite request to move on. For example, issues have arisen at Bakewell Bridge Car Park - please DO NOT use this car park. If it is essential that Bakewell becomes important in your planning, then the Agricultural Show Ground car park is very large and affords a much better location for dropping off and picking up DofE teams – and it is very close to the centre of the town. Just beware of market days. The best advice is that groups avoid Bakewell, either en route or as a set down/pick up point.

An alternative set down/pick up point close by is Hassop Station on the Monsal Trail (grid reference 218706). Short-term parking (charges must be paid) is available at the back of the café and shop. Cycle hire is also available here. www.hassopstation.co.uk
Pub car parks

It has also been noted that Leaders and others are using pub car parks without permission for picking up and dropping off DofE teams. Being involved in DofE does not give adults a license to infringe normal rules and regulations. Please find other appropriate locations for picking up and dropping off groups, preferably away from the centre of small villages.

Wood Cottage SK128896

There is no right of way through Wood Cottage between the Snake Road and Cowms Moor. Please do not try to use the track as a short-cut to/from the road. Teams going to/from Hayridge Farm or Rowlee Farm may need to be especially careful - this route passes well above Wood Cottage and not through the cottage grounds.
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Access/wild camping

There have been a number of calls from the Ranger Service, landowners and tenant farmers about groups using private land without permission. Please ensure that groups (and Leaders) understand what Access Land is and where its boundaries are. This is a particular issue around Longdendale/Kinder/Bleaklow. Please also remember that planned wild camping is not permitted - it can be a fire risk – and that the Central Assessor Network will never knowingly approve plans to do this. Please help us to maintain a good relationship with the people who live and work in the Peak National Park.

New fencing - Kinder

New fencing is in place around Kinder as part of the programme for conservation. If teams encounter some of this fencing there will always be a stile that is easily accessible and on no account should groups find it necessary to climb over the fence. A stile will usually be easily visible along the fence – or in poor visibility can be found by walking a few metres in either direction.

Hayfield and Crowden

Please use only public car parks (Bowden Bridge) and show consideration to those who live and work there. Vehicles should not be taken up Kinder Road beyond this car park - there is no parking above Bowden Bridge. There has also been some evidence of groups misusing the Hayfield and Crowden CCC campsites. It is important that groups behave in a socially acceptable manner to avoid upsetting the Wardens and/ or other campsite users. These are extremely popular areas with groups and we risk jeopardising support for the DofE in this part of the National Park. There is currently a situation at both Hayfield and Crowden that causes some disappointment for groups wishing to camp. The Wardens are restricting the number of DofE teams on the site for any one night. Negotiations are under way but we would appreciate your help and patience during these negotiations. Negotiations include arrangements with other landowners for the provision of camping in those areas to increase flexibility. At Crowden, the introduction of motor homes and touring caravans has severely reduced the amount of space for tents so early booking is encouraged.

If problems are experienced with bookings on these two sites it might be worthwhile considering a reorganisation of routes so that a route could start or finish in the area of Hayfield or Crowden to avoid having to camp at the sites during an expedition. The CEAN Administrator would welcome reports from leaders if they experience any sort of difficulty at either of these sites.

Derwent reservoirs

DofE Leaders and Supervisors should be aware that the road up the western side of the reservoirs beyond the Fairholmes Visitor Centre is closed to traffic at weekends and bank holidays. The road that continues through to the eastern side of the reservoirs is closed to traffic at all times. Disobeying either of these regulations will be treated as a traffic offence and the police will issue a ‘ticket’.

Camp sites in the Hayfield Area

Having lost the use of Spray House Farm for camping it has sometimes proved difficult for groups to find a camp site on that western edge of the Peak District. If there are difficulties with the Hayfield CC Club site the CEAN Administrator may be able to suggest alternative sites in that area. Please ask.

Nether Booth camp site

The owner of Nether Booth camp site in Edale has commented on the misuse of the farm yard by supposed Assessors and/or Supervisors who leave their cars in the farmyard all day. Whilst short term parking is acceptable with permission, all day parking is not. Please give consideration to the way in which car parking areas are used at any location.
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Crowdecote

Some groups use this small hamlet as a set-off/meeting point and that this may cause aggravation to some local residents. Please find alternative places to start/ finish a route or meet a group, where possible. It is recommended to avoid the Severn Trent Water pull in on the bend. At all times, groups must obey local parking/ access restrictions and “tread lightly”. If challenged, please be courteous and move on. Please note that the campsite at Bridge End Farm continues to welcome DofE participants.

Sheldon

If it is absolutely necessary to park in this village, please do so with all due consideration to local people, avoiding blocking any entrances. This is another small village that has problems with litter and unacceptable behaviour from DofE participants. Please advise your participants appropriately. The litter problem is difficult to assign to the DofE but locals tend to do so regardless of any strong evidence being available.

Carsington Pastures warning

In the area of Carsington Pastures, vehicles have disturbed some of the old mine caps and in some cases opened them up. Footpaths are safe but areas away from footpaths may be dangerous. Please advise groups to stick to footpaths in any areas of disused mine shafts.

The Anglers Rest PH / Milers Dale

The car park and facilities are for paying guests only, should you wish to use Millers Dale as a check point or pick up / drop off point then use the Millers Dale Station car park (which has public facilities).

Butcher’s Arms at Reapsmoor

Please avoid using the Butcher’s Arms at Reapsmoor, nr Longnor as a checkpoint as the licencee only wants her premises to be used by paying customers.
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DofE resources

The current DofE expedition kit list can be downloaded from: https://www.DofEshopping.org/expedition-kit/
A range of expedition downloads, such as the Red and Green Forms and spare expedition safety cards, can be downloaded from: https://www.DofE.org/leaders/resources-and-downloads/expedition-downloads
Further information of the Expedition section can be found at: www.DofE.org/expedition
Vouchers for network assessors need to be bought from the DofE Essentials shop accessed through eDofE.
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