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Guidelines for information sharing with the Northern Ireland Forestry Service

The Forestry Service contacted the DofE to discuss some concerns they had in relation to DofE groups visiting Forestry Service property.  They asked for a number of pieces of information to be passed onto DofE leaders which area as follow:
1. They have a concern relating to gorse fires and the spread of the Japanese Larch disease and they are keen to ensure the safety of our groups while they are on expedition. To this end we have reached the following understanding with the Forestry Service.
If groups are simply using public pathways and rights of way within a forest the Forestry Service has asked that Expedition Supervisors/Leaders send an email to the relevant forest ranger prior to the group’s expedition.  The purpose of this email is simply to let them know there will be a group out in the area and which forests they will be travelling through.  They will also require contact details for a group leader, expedition dates and approximate numbers of young people.  They do not require Activity Permits, insurance details or route cards.  

As one ranger is responsible for a large area you should find that one or two emails will cover all of the forests a group intend to visit.  The ranger will then acknowledge your email and let you know if there are any access issues or events happening within the forest at that time.

If groups wish to walk in areas other than the public pathways they need to notify the ranger that this is their intention and they may be asked to provide additional route information.

On the reverse of this sheet are the contact details for the 8 rangers in Northern Ireland and the areas they are responsible for.  These rangers can be contacted for details regarding forests within their areas. Further information on Forestry Service Property can be found at:
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/index/information-and-services/leisure-home-and-community/leisure-and-recreation/outdoor-recreation/forests.htm
2. Wild Camping is No longer permitted within Forestry Service Property. 

3. If you wish to camp on designated camp sites within Forestry Service Property you need to book in advance by contacting the relevant ranger.  DofE participants will be charged youth group rates. 

4. If your group wishes to camp in Tollymore Forest Park (Mournes Expedition Area)  it will be necessary for them to be accompanied by a Leader who will remain with the group at the campsite overnight. 

If you have any queries relating to this information please do not hesitate to contact the DofE office on 02890699100.
Forestry Service Contact Information

East Forest Management 

Area 1 (North West Londonderry) and Area 2 (Antrim) contact Richard Kernohan – 028 2955 6000 or e-mail to: richard.kernohan@daera-ni.gov.uk
Area 3 (North Down and Ards) contact Janet Taylor – 028 437 72245 or e-mail to: janet.taylor@daera-ni.gov.uk
Area 3 (Mid & South Down, including youth site camping at Castlewellan and Tollymore Forest Parks) contact Richard Kernohan – 028 437 72246 or e-mail to: richard.kernohan@daera-ni.gov.uk
Area 4 (Armagh, including youth site camping at Gosford Forest Park) contact Dawson Jones – 028 3755 2154 or e-mail to: dawson.jones@daera-ni.gov.uk
West Forest Management

Area 5 (Sperrin) contact Ciaran Cassidy – 028 6634 3111 or e-mail to: Ciaran.cassidy@daera-ni.gov.uk
Area 6 (West Tyrone) contact Declan Coulter – 028 6634 3139 or e-mail to: declan.coulter@daera-ni.gov.uk
Area 7 (West Fermanagh) contact Colin Reilly – 028 6634 3040 or e-mail to: colin.reilly@daera-ni.gov.uk
Area 8 (East Fermanagh) contact Roy Spence – 028 6634 3029 or e-mail to: roy.spence@daera-ni.gov.uk
