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School name / DofE centre celebrates DofE success with its pupils at St James’s Palace 
Last week, 10 young people from school name / DofE centre in local area name attended a presentation at St. James’s Palace, London, where they received their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards from celebrity presenter, insert presenter name, after sharing their experiences with Patron of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE), HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. OR Trustee for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE), HRH The Earl of Wessex. 
During the Gold Award Presentation, HRH took the opportunity to congratulate the group from insert school / centre name on their successes and heard about their DofE journeys, which took each young person 12-18 months of hard work and dedication.

Those who achieve a Gold DofE Award will volunteer, learn a skill, get fit, take part in a week long residential and plan and undertake an expedition in wild country. Widely acknowledged as the world’s leading achievement award for young people, DofE programmes enable any young person, aged 14-24, to develop key skills for life and work, such as confidence, commitment and team working.

Name of school / DofE centre spokesperson, who is the DofE Leader / Manager / head teacher at name of school / DofE centre, attended the presentation to see the group receive their Gold Awards, and said, “Insert quote here – talk about the groups’ achievements and what they’ve learnt / skills they’ve developed along the way, how DofE will benefit them in the future, the positive impact on local communities etc.”
Speaking about his / her DofE experience, insert name, who was one of the Gold Award holders at last week’s presentation, said, “Insert quote from participant here – they could talk about the impact the DofE has had on their life, what they’ve enjoyed the most, who they have helped (e.g. the local or school community), the skills and self-confidence they have gained, and whether they’re going to carry on with any of their activities after they receive their Award etc. They could also explain how they think their DofE experiences will help them as they progress into their future.”

There are currently over 300,000 young people taking part in a DofE programme across the UK through a variety of centres including both state and independent schools, special schools, businesses, prisons, young offender institutions and youth groups.
To find out more about the DofE and how it enables young people to succeed, please visit www.DofE.org  
-Ends-

Photo attached: Name and a brief description of what’s happening in the photo. Please do not include any photography taken within the palace without seeking the appropriate approvals from the DofE’s Communications Team. 

For further information about the DofE or this presentation contact:

Insert your local contact details here – include a phone number and email address that you can be contacted on.
Notes to editors – figures correct as of 2014-15 stats 

Further information about the DofE:

· The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award was founded in 1956 by its Patron HRH The Duke of Edinburgh. HRH The Earl of Wessex is a Trustee.

· Over 300,000 young people are currently taking part in DofE programmes in the UK, at 13,156 DofE centres, supported by 1,269 partner organisations and around 50,000 adult volunteers from all walks of life.  

· Last year, 239,269 young people started a DofE programme.

· 111,859 achieved a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

· In total, over 5.6 million people have participated in DofE programmes in the UK and achieved over 2.4 million Awards since 1956. 

· A survey of major employers, commissioned by the United Learning Trust, found that a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is the most highly valued experience when selecting employees.

· There are more than one million young people currently participating globally in over 140 countries and territories. 

· Since 1956, millions of young people have taken part across the world, highlighting how the DofE can truly transcend boundaries of race, language, ethnicity and culture.

· The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a Registered Charity No 1072490 and in Scotland 

· No SC038254 and a Royal Charter Corporation RC000806.

· Further information can be found at www.DofE.org
· The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award Foundation is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1072453. The Foundation drives and supports the Award’s global growth so more young people can undertake the world’s leading youth achievement award. www.intaward.org
More about the DofE

The DofE Charity

Youth charity The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award supports over 300,000 people aged 14-24 every year. Our ethos is to enable every young person of every background to take part in our programme and succeed, regardless of any barriers. We help instil a sense of adventure and have a lasting impact on young people’s behaviour, skills and life chances.

Our mission

To inspire, guide and support young people in their self-development and recognise 
their achievements.

DofE programmes

Anyone aged between 14 and 24 can do a programme at one of the three progressive levels which, when successfully completed, lead to a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. There are four sections at Bronze and Silver level and five at Gold.

· Volunteering: undertaking service to individuals or the community. 
· Physical: improving in an area of sport, dance or fitness activities. 
· Skills: developing practical and social skills and personal interests. 
· Expedition: planning, training for and completion of an adventurous journey in the UK 
or abroad. 
· At Gold level, participants must do an additional fifth Residential section, which involves staying and working away from home doing shared activity.
Achieving a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Young people will achieve a Duke of Edinburgh’s Award if they show persistence, commitment and personal development over a period of time. Every activity must be successfully completed and assessed. The result is the world’s leading achievement award for young people, recognised by employers and universities alike. Completing a DofE programme develops young people for life and work. It develops resilience, confidence and a ‘can do’ attitude as well as the social and communication skills that businesses are calling out for.

Where it is run

DofE programmes are delivered in the UK under licence by over 1,200 partners (Licensed Organisations) who offer it in over 13,000 DofE centres such as youth clubs, voluntary organisations, schools, academies, colleges, universities, young offender institutions and businesses, which are run and supported by around 50,000 adult volunteers.
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